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House Cross Country!
On the afternoon of Wednesday, 21 March, it was
Fyling Hall’s annual cross country run. The whole school
participated, from Junior School right through to Year
13, running as fast as they can to collect points for their
houses, either Red or Blue. The distance ran depended
on your age and gender. However, the youngest in the
school, the juniors, ran laps around the rugby field, but
the senior boys had to run all the way down the railway
line and back, a total of 2.9 miles!

Words of the Week
This week

Next week

Tricky:

monstrous

unaware

Trickier:

atrocious

ignorant

Trickiest: heinous

unenlightened

The event was tied together with Sport Relief, a charity
that brings together the worlds of sport and
entertainment to raise money to help vulnerable
people in both the UK and the world's poorest
countries. A £1 donation was required, therefore, from
all runners, and everyone’s contributions gave a total of
£300 for the charity. The results for which house won is
yet to be announced, but regardless, every runner from
each house put in their best efforts. Well done to all
winners!
Gabrielle Smith

Interview with Mr John Greaves
Mr John Greaves is my grandmother’s cousin-in-law
who went to Fyling Hall School in 1947 when he was
seven years old. He had been home schooled first and
found it a bit of a shock when he first started school!
I wanted to interview Mr Greaves because I'm very
interested in what it was like at Fyling Hall School
seventy years ago.
Who was your favourite teacher and why?
My favourite teacher was my English teacher called
Daisy Hardy. She took her time with you and she knew
exactly what she was talking about. Later on, after I’d
left school I asked her to be Godmother to one of my
children.
What did the school look like then?
Fyling Hall School looked almost the same 70 years ago
except that we were mainly in the big house and in the
barn. There weren’t many other buildings back then.
How did you get to school?
I got to school by walking a mile and a half each way
from beyond Ramsdale Mill. I had to do it no matter
what the weather!
Did you have Forest school in 1947?
No but we did spend lots of time playing in the woods
around the school. We built dens and made rope
swings and spent hours playing in the mud.

Did you have swimming lessons at Fyling Hall School?
I didn’t but you could go swimming at Ravenscar
outdoor swimming pool in the summer. It cost more
money though so I taught myself to swim in Ramsdale
beck.
What were games lessons like?
We played tennis a lot. We also played rugby in the
mud patch. The mud patch was a dug out area near the
art room where you could get muddy without even
trying!
What was the school food like then?
The school food was ghastly! It was like eating carpet.
We had rhubarb every day when it was in season and it
was viciously sour and hairy, with burnt custard!
Skye Telling

People for the Ethical Treatment of Animals
PETA, or People for the Ethical Treatment of Animals,
are one of the largest animal rights charities. Their
‘mission’ is to reduce animal suffering in four main
areas: in the food industry (factory farms), in the
clothing trade, in the entertainment industry and in
laboratories – animal testing. They do this by educating
the general public, protests and campaigns,
investigations in to animal maltreatment, and celebrity
involvement, among many other things. You may have
heard recently, during the Finals of Crufts, two PETA
activists stormed onto stage protesting against “Canine
Eugenics”. Canine Eugenics is when dogs are selectively
bred to display certain ‘desirable characteristics’. A lot
of the time these desirable characteristics can cause
serious health issues to the dog. For example Bulldogs
have been selectively bred to have scrunched up faces.
This causes them to have breathing problems. Another
example is pugs. They have been bred to have short
snouts and bulgy eyes. This causes numerous eye
problems. In the most serious cases, pug’s eyes can pop
out of the sockets! Other pure bred dogs have shorter

life spans compered to your typical cross breed. This
can be traced back to selective breeding.
Another one of PETAs campaigns that went alongside
Crufts was to educate people of the problems with
buying dog from breeders. When you buy a dog from a
breeder, you are depriving a shelter dog from a home.
You might as well be holding a gun to the head of an
animal in a shelter.
Dog shows are encouraging people to buy dogs from
breeders instead of adopting a loving mutt from a local
shelter. Each year, the number of dogs that are being
abandoned is rising. More than 100,000 dogs were
abandoned in the UK between 2008 and 2009. And
each year thousands of dogs are put to sleep in UK
shelters. This is because they are not seen as “good
enough” to find a home, or maybe the right person just
didn’t come along in time. Don’t restrict you self by
only buying perigee dogs. Take a chance and adopt a
rescue dog. Give a stray dog a home. Trust me, you’ll
find a friend for life.
Amy El-Barghouty

Junior School Spring Concert
On Friday 23rd March, pupils from the Fyling Hall Junior School put on a very special Easter concert for family and
friends. The concert was a terrific event with many commenting on the talent of the Juniors and their improvements in choral singing. Well done to all those who participated!
Don’t eat too much Easter eggs during your holidays!

100 square prizes—all donated by our generous parents.

Form 2 have been exploring the Aztecs this term!

Year 11 Art
This term in Year 11 art, we have been
experimenting with new techniques. This week it
was mono-printing and I was basing my mono-print
as I am doing my final project on ‘The Human
Figure’. After a few tries to get it right, I finally
mastered the craft of pressing the right areas on the
page down. Then we tried layering the colours and I
think it turned out well. We all enjoyed trying this
new technique with Mrs Venus.

Clementine Bentley

Chemistry Tournament
Last week the four of us represented the school at the Salter’s Chemistry Festival at York University. Over ten
schools took part in the competition and the prize was a molecule making set for the winning school.
We were not nervous and fairly confident at the start of the day – we were there to have fun and enjoy the
experience. One of the activities included a ‘crime solving’ puzzle where we had to work as a team, using our
knowledge of chemistry and problem solving skills to work out ‘whodunnit’!
Although half the day was competitive, the other half included fun lectures and experiments led by science
experts – one of which was about ‘Colourful Chemistry and Light’. We learnt a lot new information in a
(chemically!) explosive way! The highlight for us though, was the embroidered lab coats that the school provided
for the day – which we have kept! We came 3rd in the competition, which we were pleased with, but more
importantly, we beat local rival school “Pocklington”. (Damon says: “take that Pocklington!”)
Damon, Tomas, Toby, Calli (Year 7)

Horsing Around with Colleen and David!
When I arrived here in September, the outside and inside views of stables were a little different to how they look
today. Cracked old tree with a hint of paint, trash and a terrible smell - all this was before the appearance of two
patient and experienced riders: Coleen McAdams and David Cable.
I realized that this place will become one of the most beloved by students of Fyling Hall School, and so it has.
Depending on weather, road condition and your ride experience, Coleen and David pick the route of the lesson.
You can talk to David or Coleen to suggest a day of week when are you going to practice riding.
Also, students, who are boarding, could volunteer to help at weekends and then in the afternoon just to enjoy a
short ride on the horses. About the opinion of people… I don’t really need to ask them - all who are learning to
ride at the moment are really enjoy learning how to ride on horses. So, there is a last question: Why don’t you
just come to stables and enjoy time with horses?
By Anisia Fedotova

Fyling Hall in Action!

Science and Technology

Theatre trip to the Stephen Joseph Theatre to see ‘Napoleon Disrobed’.

Technology Tournament
For a school not blessed with the sporting talents of
previous years (we often hear of defeats and poor
performances) when it comes to a tournament based
on science, we seem to get very excited. So excited that
we could have could have fielded around two football
teams of people. Over the years, Fyling Hall has been
the New Zealand of Rugby when it comes to the Whitby
Rotary Club Technology Tournament. We often return
with winners and this year was no exception. Out of the
three categories in the tournament, we came out with
1 winner and two runners up. The winning team was a
GCSE group made up of Manfred, Tristan, Perdi and
Hee-Ju.
This year’s task was themed around this year’s guest,
Sirius Minerals. It entailed building a crane which could
perform a pick up and a drop off, of a supposed

“dangerous material”, while being around a metre
away (so it cannot be that dangerous). To add to this
already uphill task, we were meant to remote control
the crane using a motor and “pully” system. This part
was the source of my team’s downfall, as it separated
the men from the boys. The Fyling Hall winners, with no
coincidence, got this part spot on, as both teams
successfully deployed the supposed “dangerous
material”.
Unfortunately, the science tournament is over for
another year and we are going to have to return to the
sports field for another kind of competition. There is
still hope for another win for the school after all, as
many did voice their excitement at the up and coming
maths challenge, and dare I say it, our summer exams.
Joe Husband

Pi Day
On Friday 17th March, year nines had a celebration of Pi Day, which was on 14 th March. Our task was to try and
get as close to the actual number of pi as we possibly could, using the method that I will tell you now. We had
to try and make a perfect circle, using only a piece of string and a pencil, and then we drew on the diameter of
the circle. We were given the pies, which are usually all about the same size, which is why we used them to
make our lives easier, and we had to place as many as we could around the circumference of the circle - leaving
no gaps to get our results as accurate as possible. We then multiplied the diameter of one of the pies by the
amount of pies we could fit around the circle, and recorded these results. We repeated this for the diameter;
we placed the pies as close together as possible, then multiplied the diameter of one of the pies by the amount
of pies that would fit along the diameter, and recorded our results. We divided our recorded circumference by
the recorded diameter, and this gave us our answer.
Most of us didn’t get as close to the actual number pi as we would have liked to, but the fact that we got to eat
some pies definitely made up for it!
Lilli Walsh

From Classical Performance … to Rock School: Music Matters!

The musicians at Fyling Hall have been
very busy over the past week with 2 very
different musical events to prepare for.
On Thursday evening 22nd March we
invited Mistral, the elite wind group from
Whitby Music centre, to perform at the
school.

Maths Competition Success!
We recently enjoyed competition
success when 4 of our pupils
came joint first in a regional
maths competition held at
Teesside University. The event is
a competitive affair with schools
from all over Teesside and
Middlesbrough competing.
After qualifying in an earlier
round, our team achieved
success by working through a
number of challenges and
working together as a team. It
was a win that was very well
deserved!
(Winners: Y10 Jisu Lee, Thor
Peretzki, Archie Robinson, Ellie
Dudley)

Some of our own musicians are part of
the group and in a varied programme the
audience was treated to music by Haydn
through to arrangements of the Simpsons
which featured Fyling Halls small
orchestra alongside Mistral.
There were some lovely performances but
we were all incredibly impressed by
Grade 7 violinist, Hyunbee (year 8) who
recently won a bursary from the Eskdale
Festival.
On Monday evening our level 2 and level
3 Rockschool students staged their live
performance module under the name of
'Paisley Ties'.
We are incredibly proud of the way the
pupils have put together the programme,
arranged the music and rehearsed in their
own time to stage a 45 minute concert for
parents and peers.

“When You Say It Out Loud It Loses All Of Its Power”
In the past couple weeks, the whole of the senior
school witnessed one of our own talk personally about
the topic of depression. Jack Starkey, a fellow sixth
former, decided to tell the school about his ongoing
struggles with depression. He combined it with an
influential message from Kati Morton, “When you say it
out loud it loses all of its power”. For such a personal
and sensitive subject, he demonstrated that when you
“say it out loud”, it can often take the edge off the topic
which then allows people to resolve the problems of
the illness. He informed the school about the
debilitating nature of depression and how it can stop
you from “performing the simplest tasks”. Many of us
will know, or know of someone with depression, which
makes this subject so relevant.
Jack gave us the perspective of someone who had
experienced depression first hand, and it shocked the

school. The most significant part of the assembly was
the fact a fellow student had suffered from this illness.
This demonstrated that it can affect everyone, even
people like ourselves. Jack truly surprised me, for
someone I have known for a long time, I did not think
for a second that he suffers from depression.
The assembly opened my eyes, as Jack showed us
courage and honesty despite the battles he faces daily.
It was the most valuable way to deliver the profound
message of how to cope with depression.
I personally would like to thank Jack on behalf of the
school, as I reiterate that his talk was invaluable for
pupils and teachers and could have really made a
difference for pupils that may be going through similar
issues and are unaware of how to cope with it.
Joe Husband

Headmaster’s Comment
Dear News Team
Thank you for the most recent edition. As
always it gives a great flavour of school
life. I was very pleased to read Dami’s
article about our school providing an
environment for people to flourish as this
is one of my main aims for the school. I
can also confirm the 10 jokes you wish
you never heard were indeed 10 jokes I
wish I never heard—so well done.
Best wishes
Steven Allen, Headmaster

We invite you to comment on the articles expressed in our
newsletters. Please email news.team@fylinghall.org giving a
reference to the article/journalist by name. We are open to new
ideas, your suggestions and even a bit of criticism!

News Team

The Week Ahead
Monday 16th April 2.00pm

Boarders Return

Tuesday 17th April 8.40am

Start of Term

Wednesday 18th April

German Exchange Student arrive
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