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Words of the Week  
 This week Next week 
 

Tricky: tycoon extravagant 
 

Trickier: impresario flamboyant 
 

Trickiest: entrepreneur ostentatious 

A look at bias in journalistic articles 
 

This article is written in response to various comments 
raised about the article from the last newsletter 
(Internet Freedom - The Finale), written by myself. 

Journalists usually try to be impartial in discussions, or  
will start writing articles with one viewpoint in mind.  
While it is good practice for a journalist to start writing 
an article with no bias, should they be able to write 
from their view or should they have to write a balanced 
account?  While I don’t believe there is a definite 
answer to this question, (the best answer is probably 
more of a midpoint) I would like to discuss it anyway. 

The main question is why does this matter?  When 
discussing controversial topics, many people have 
differing opinions and feel that their point of view 
should be well represented in any discussion article. 
While I admit I understand this view; I disagree.  
Obviously, in this case, acknowledging the opposition is 
necessary, but it is pretty much impossible to be truly 
impartial, so it is impossible to write a truly balanced 
argument. Writing a “balanced” article is 
fundamentally flawed as attempting to write a 
balanced argument where you are representing both 
points of the argument equally rather than based on 
their merit, the argument is not unbiased.  By judging 
merit you are forming an opinion and as such becoming 
biased. 

For a less controversial article; bias would not be a 
problem.  I know this circumstance is exaggerated, but I 
wouldn`t have to justify myself and write a balanced 
article if I were to argue that terrorism was a bad thing.  
Pretty much everyone else agrees with me, and this is 
an “accepted” opinion; an opinion which is taken for 
fact. But it is technically an opinion.   

So what made my article biased?  There were a couple 
of factors which affected this; the main one being me 
forming my own personal opinion.  When I started my 

research for article three weeks ago, I had no opinion 
but as I looked at article after article (I probably looked 
at over a hundred articles in this time) I did get a 
feeling for what I felt was right and wrong.  I did not 
have enough time nor a large enough word count to 
argue for and against every point so I did state my 
strongest opinions, with the most evidence, like facts 
(as declarative statements).  A lot of research did not 
get directly mentioned in my article but was hinted at.  
My research was also really limited as the word VPN 
was blocked from the schools network (I am not 
annoyed about this but I feel it is worth mentioning for 
context) and many articles were opinionated.  Even by 
reading anything anyone has written, I am reading 
biased articles.  By only being able to access certain 
research, this can cause bias.   Even statistics can still 
be biased, although if gathered through proper sources 
this is not such an issue. 

So should I declare bias?  Well what is biased and what 
isn`t?  Where do we draw the line?  Forcing people to 
admit to bias will not work, although if they do write a 
heavily biased piece, it is common courtesy to mention 
the fact.  Journalists and writers should not be forced 
to write something that they do not believe.  They 
should be free to express themselves (although I admit 
organisations like the BBC might have more of an issue 
with this).  Humans are not robots and have opinions 
and we should embrace this fact and respect other 
people’s opinions. 

I have been told by a few people that my article last 
week was biased.  I am glad that this point was brought 
up, as I do see that my article was reasonably biased.  I 
would suspect that many of my future articles will also 
be biased, however I shall try to remain more impartial 
as it makes for better articles. 

Jack Dudley 

Sunny Weather At Long Last 

 

Finally with the summer weather, lessons can be taught 
outside. We can finally appreciate the astonishing grounds 
as well as learning. On Wednesday, Mrs Harrington’s year 10 
history class digested the causes of World War One more 
easily in the sun and fresh air.  Clementine Bentley 



On this day in … 

…1967, the supreme court of America ruled that 
interracial marriages can no longer be banned in any of 
the 52 states in America. The 13th of June 323 BC was 
the day Alexander the Great, King of the Ancient Greek 
Kingdom of Macedon, died of a mysterious illness. His 
death, due to its unexpectedness, resulted in half a 
century of uncertainty known today as the Wars of the 
Successors as no heir had been delegated.  

It was on the 14th of June in 1907 Women in Norway 
won the right to vote. Then, on the 15th of June 1940, 
the French Fortress of Verdun was captured by 
Germans during World War 2.  

On the 16th of June 1910 the first father’s day was 
celebrated in Washington and in 1952, on this same 
day,  ‘Anne Frank: The diary of a young girl’ was 
published in America. Finally, on June the 18th 1942 
Paul McCartney was born. 

Isabella Clements 

On Wednesday 7th June, the year 8s enjoyed a 
Geography field trip to Bempton and Flamborough. 
Bempton is the largest seabird colony on the mainland 
and because of this; it has a large variety of interesting 
birds to see. These include Gannets, Fulmars, 
Kittiwakes and, of course, Puffins, which are noticeable 
by their orange feet and are favoured by almost 
everyone. On our trip, we were lucky enough to spot a 
variety of wildlife, including the elusive puffin!  

Our helpful RSPB guides helped us to use our 
binoculars, pointing out interesting geographical 
features that make the chalk cliffs at Bempton such a 
perfect habitat for seabirds of all kinds. We also had a 
chance to look at some replica bird eggs and skulls, 
which showed the fascinating ways that birds adapt to 
their environments in order to survive. 

Our next stop was Flamborough, only a few miles 
further down the coast, and the year 8s could see 
evidence of wave-cut platforms and stacks, as well as 
some landslips that had occurred in its rock. The whole 
area is facing erosion at an alarming rate because the 
cliffs are made of 'soft rocks'.  

The students made a sketch of the area, noting the 
various unique features of the landscape. We then 
went on a quick walk to the headland, but couldn’t 
spot any puffins at Flamborough! We even managed a 
quick jaunt to the shop before heading back to school. 
Many thanks to Rosie and Miss Anders for 
accompanying Miss Gilmour on the trip. 

 

Rosie Havelock  

Bird Watching at Bempton 
 

 

We invite you to comment on the articles expressed 
in our newsletters. Please email 
news.team@fylinghall.org giving a reference to the 
article/journalist by name. We are open to new 
ideas, your suggestions and even a bit of criticism! 

News Team 

Editors Jack Dudley 

 Connor Asprey 

 Callum Wallis 

Reporters Rosie Havelock 

 Isabella Clements 

 Clementine Bentley 

 Tomas Richardson 

 James  Brine  

The Week Ahead 
Sat 17th 9:00am DofE Silver practice expedition departs 

  9:30am Ice Skating followed by cinema or bowling 

Sun 18th 1:30pm Trip to Whitby beach 

Mon 19th 2:00pm DofE Silver practice expedition return 

Tues 20th 9:00am DofE Bronze Qualifying Expedition depart 

  2:00pm U13 Cricket v Scarborough College (Away) 

  3:00pm U12 Rounders tournament @ St Augustine’s 

Wed 21st 10:30am Town v Country athletics @ York 

  4:00pm DofE Bronze Qualifying Expedition return 

Thur 22nd 9:30am Junior school swimming gala @ Whitby leisure Centre 

  4:00pm U15 Cricket v CCW (Home) 

Look out for student reviews of books from the 

Carnegie Award Scheme - coming soon. 

Science Corner : LifeStraw 
 

 

The LifeStraw filters dirty water so you can drink it. 
This invention could save millions of lives.  This will 
help those who don’t have access to clean water.  
The Life Straw team is determined to make water 
safe to drink everywhere. They are trying to solve 
the problem with technology and become an active 
part of the solution. 

Tomas Richardson and James Brine  

“Love yourself first and 
everything else falls into line...” 

Lucille Ball 



Photos of the Week 

Year 9 students watch a demonstration showing the contents of cigarettes and their harmful effects 

Students at Bempton take part in an interactive talk Year 8 students visit Fairfax House 

Year 8 students take a trip to Bempton Cliffs Bird watching at Bempton Cliffs 


