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Words of the Week  
  

 This week Next week 
 

Tricky: defector shameful 
 
Trickier: traitor despicable 
 
Trickiest: renegade contemptible 

Work experience is something that has been 
happening in our school for years but is it worthwhile?  
Work experience gives the year 10s a chance to 
experience working life for a week during term time. 
They can choose where they go and it gives them an 
idea of what is to come.  But, the question is, is it 
worthwhile? Does the time spent during this week 
benefit the Year 10s or is it a waste of lesson time?  
Does it have any effect on their choices later in life?   

Many work experience accounts tell of days spent 
doing odd jobs for a company which no one else wants 
to do.  Despite this, I still think work experience is 
beneficial.  For my work experience I went to a primary 
school and, although this was not the career that I 
want to pursue, it was working with children which 
was something I was interested in.  This work 
experience showed me that I would like to work in an 
environment with people doing something active and 
not at a desk.   

In modern society we have to choose very early on in 
our lives the career path we want to take, often when 
we have very little experience of the job and what it 
entails.  From the age of 14 we begin to narrow our 
choices for our future through picking GCSEs.  Then, at 
the age of 16, we begin to finalise these decisions 
through the A-levels we choose to take.   

Although there is often the option to go back and re-sit 
different courses, very few people will actually do this.  

At fourteen years of age we have already begun to 
dictate the path our life will take. I know, and I think 
many will agree with me, I had absolutely no idea what 
I wanted to do with my life.  All I knew was that I quite 
liked being with children so I went and did that for a 
week.  Deciding I didn’t want to do that as a career I 
then looked at being a Paediatrician.  However I don’t 
want to do that anymore either, but I do want to work 
in science and I do want to work with others.  Without 
work experience I would not have researched the 
different possibilities which led me to be interested in 
pursuing a job in research.   

So, the question is, is work experience worthwhile? 
With society making us pick our futures at such an 
early age I think that we need any help we can get with 
our decision making.  If all you get from work 
experience is the knowledge that you don't want to 
pursue that job then even that’s something.  So yes, I 
do think work experience is worthwhile.  

Isabella Clements 

Turn to page 4 to find out about our Year 10s 
experiences!  

Should We Have Work Experience ? 
 

 

On this day in … 

... 1879 was the birth of one of the smartest men in the world: 
Albert Einstein. Einstein was the son of a Jewish engineer in 
Germany, his theories of the laws of physics drastically changed 
mankind’s view of the universe. Alongside this, his work in 
particle and energy theory helped make quantum mechanics 
and the atom bomb. 

Einstein studied physics and mathematics in Switzerland and 
was awarded his Ph.D. from the University of Zurich, soon after 
words he published five theoretical papers that would have a 
massive impact on the development of physics.  

Years after words he became a public figure and became 
increasingly political. He spoke out against militarism and 
rearmament making him unpopular in Germany due to Adolf 
Hitler becoming the chancellor of Germany in 1933. Once this 
began-he left the country to America and in 1940 he became an 
American citizen.   

A Blast From The Past...Recognise the year? 



Spring is coming… 
5 reasons why I like spring: 

 It is sunny so I can play football 

 All the flowers are out so it is beautiful 

 It is hot so I don’t have to wear a coat 

 At school we can play outside 

 Easter is in spring so I get chocolate 

5 reasons why other people like spring: 

 Everything is colourful 

 It is Clem’s birthday (she wants a 
present!) 

 The light lasts longer in the day 

 It brings the promise of warmer days 
(that was an English teacher!) 

 The daffodils are on the ground   

Ewan Wormald 

When have you been most afraid? 
When watching Worzel Gummidge. 
 
What is your greatest ambition? 
To make sure that everyone in my boarding house is 
happy, and well, and are prepared for life. 
 
If you had a super power, what would it be 
and why? 
I would be a shape shifter because it would be cool to 
be something different every day. 
 
If you could go back in time, what would you 
change in history and why? 
I would prevent the Titanic sinking because I would 
like to have gone on it and have a look around. 
 
What did you want to be when you were 
younger? 
I wanted to be an archaeologist.  
 

Who do you most admire in the world? 
David Attenborough because of what he campaigns 
for, and because I enjoy his nature programs, and I 
just love him. 
 
What is your favourite album/song and why? 
My favourite song is “Diamonds are forever” by 
Shirley Bassey.  
 
What possession would you save in a fire? 
I would save my Dalmatian teddy, Spots, not my live 
pet hamster Jaffa. 
 
What’s been the happiest moment of your 
life so far? 
Becoming an Aunty. 
 
Where’s your favourite place and why? 
On the Lancaster Canal, because I spent time with my 
grandparents there. 

Sophie Ferrer 

10 Questions With … Miss Anders! 
 

 

Duke Of Edinburgh Review 

Last Sunday, year 9 went on a 
practice DofE trip. The group were 
kindly taken by Mr Batchelor and 
Ms Dopp, who have been leading 
DofE for the past few years. We 
embarked on an all-day walk 
through the countryside in the 
sunshine, and we walked through 
the moors, Ruswarp and many 
other muddy places. While on this 
practice trip we learnt how to use 
a gas cooker, where to walk and 
other engaging and fun tasks.   

Gerard Hill 



Alright I get it, you can’t be bothered. I can’t be 
bothered a lot of the time either, with a lot of things.  
“Do I have to get out of bed today?”  “Do I have to do 
that essay right now?”  “Do I have to run that errand?”  
The answer is probably yes.  

I get that there are cleaners who are employed to pick 
up rubbish and mop the floors and clean up mess but 
in no way is that an excuse to just not care.  Seriously, 
it’s like two seconds of effort to get up and put it in the 
bin; even if you don’t throw it away immediately just 
do it before you leave the room.  It’s not difficult, at 
all.  I mean if your legs are broken then maybe it’s 
more difficult but until then I don’t think finding a bin 
is tough.  Also please don’t just stuff your half eaten 
McDonalds into your wardrobe or leave it in a corner 
because that’s just unsanitary.  No seriously, it stinks 
and it looks gross and no one likes it.   

I understand that there are some people who just 
aren’t bothered by littering but no one reading this can 
tell me that they like litter just lying around.  Do you 
have any idea how much money could be saved in 
council costs every year if people just picked up their 
rubbish?  It is estimated that £1 in every £3 that local 
councils in England and Wales spend is spent on 
collecting rubbish. That is millions of pounds that could 
be spent on schools or healthcare or any number of 
better things.  I’m a boarder; I’ve seen some pig sties 
in my time.  It really is quite disrespectful how people 
can just throw things around without caring; it’s 
disrespectful of the environment, of the people who 
also have to use that living space, of the people who 
genuinely have to clean up your mess, and frankly of 
yourself.  Seriously just bin it.                                    

Damilare Williams-Shires  

Just Bin It! 
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The Week Ahead 

Thur 23rd 2:00pm U12 District Netball tournament @ Graham school 

Sat 25th 8:30am Paintball @ Battlezone 

Sun 26th  Daylight saving Time 

Mon 27th 2:30pm U13 Netball v Red House (Away) 

Wed 29th 4:15pm Term Ends 

 

The next 48 Hours could change our world. The Brexit 
starts, the election in the Netherlands happens and the 
USA runs out of money.  

The Brexit, since last June, everyone speaks about it, 
although it hasn’t started yet. This will change very 
soon, as Theresa May only needs the “yes” from the 
Queen, in order to trigger article 50. No one knows 
what the markets and the world economy will be like 
after this tremendous decision, which will create a 
lasting change of the perception of some people about 
protectionism not only in the EU.  

The Netherlands are going to vote on Wednesday, the 
15th of March about their new Government. If Geert 
Wilders wins, the country will face a period of right 
populistic leading, creating hate against Islam and may 
even be the next country leaving the EU, but again: no 

one knows what is going to happen. 

The USA will face a difficult task: How can we lower the 
cost? Since Donald Trump is in charge, he emphasises 
to realise his plans which were to build a wall to 
Mexico, investing in the military and to export all illegal 
immigrants. This will not be possible without the large 
amount of money he fortunately does not have. The 
FED will increase the interest rate once again, the end 
of the cheap money. Also, the USA are going to reach 
their maximum debt cap again, creating huge problems 
as the government will not be allowed to borrow more 
money from Thursday onwards. This will lead to an 
enormous savings programme in order to keep the 
country running.  

Konrad Luedecke 

Current World Affairs 

We invite you to comment on the articles expressed in our newsletters.  

Please email news.team@fylinghall.org giving a reference to the article/

journalist by name. We are open to new ideas, your suggestions and even a 

bit of criticism! 



Year 10 tell us about their work experiences... 

Many people think that work experience is a complete 
waste of time. Yes, personally the weeks leading up, 
made me sluggish and demotivated, because I thought 
it was effectively a week holiday. I was completely 
wrong. 

Work experience has offered a small insight into what 
complete independence is like. Days without my 
parents cooking meals and cleaning up for me were 
long gone for a whole week (as my hours were nine till 
six). For the placement I chose, I’d saunter into 
Waterstones, coffee in hand, locker key in the other- 
mind set ready to work. Coffee over, locker locked, the 
first customer would practically jump at me, well not 
jump- more hobbling as they were all elderly. 

From the very first hour: “I’m trying to find this 
author” and “May I return this?” Independence is key 
otherwise you’re left in an evacuation situation, 
embracing yourself and enraging the customer now 
effectively one strike away from being death glared by 
the boss. Absolute nightmare. I can honestly say to 
people that I can now, independently talk and handle 
customers queries and problems with ease. 

I can admit that work experience, all be it intimidating, 
can be a bore to most people-  the trick is to engage. 
Without offering your unique services to the staff you 
are left at the side, labelled as a burden. Its only for 
one week- make it count. 

“Absolutely loved the veterinary, best week in my 
educational career” This is the best outcome, knowing 
that the placement you experienced is the work path 
you would love to go on. Not in my case though. I love 
books: I chose Waterstones as its secretly my favourite 

shop in the whole entirety of the retail world, yet I’ve 
never been so bored out of my brain working there. 
Yes, I was piled with mountains and hills of work, but I 
was not interested and frequently craved coffee to 
stop me from slacking and blanking out while carrying 
a pile of books up the stairs. 

I know that horrific-thank-God-it’s-Friday, collapse on 
your bed–kinda feeling. Don’t be discouraged, after 
work experience that feeling is completely acceptable 
and frankly should be classed as an achievement. After 
all you now know that the week wasn’t a total 
shamble of feelings; you also now know that the 
placement is not the career path for you- in my case 
Waterstones, which is amazing. 

 The fact that I did find it so hard, tiring, backbreaking 
and time consuming has made me really take notice at 
how important, relevant and eye opening school really 
is. Personally, I do not want to be a book seller, but 
Sophie, my prestigious, smart friend now knows she 
wants to be a vet, thanks to her placement. She now 
knows that she needs to exceed the high expectations 
of her and “nail” her GCSE’s and A levels. Of course I 
want unheard of grades, but I most definitely don’t 
want to work at Waterstones. 

Work experience has been the most contrasting, 
positive, backbreaking, lovely time in my whole entire 
life at school. I’ve learnt many things that I could not 
learn at school anywhere, making new friends and 
improving myself in many ways. 

   

 

 

I  thoroughly enjoyed my week at R.A.F Boulmer. I was 
nervous at first, but I had always been interested in 
joining the R.A.F, so this was a great opportunity for 
myself and my brother. 

On my first day I was given a tour by my father and one 
of his colleagues. They told me about their work at 
R.A.F Boulmer and took me around the site. We spent a 
lot of time looking at different roles in the R.A.F and 
what qualities and qualifications it takes to join. I found 
this very inspiring and it really opened my eyes about 
what the R.A.F can give me. What surprised was the 
amount of variety available in the R.A.F; only 1% of the 
recruits are pilots. My brother and I were shown 
around a remote radar installation where we were 
given a briefing and were taken to the radar itself. 

What also impressed me about the R.A.F is the number 
of recreational opportunities and sports that are 
available. Fitness is very important for me and was 
another reason why I would like to join the R.A.F. We 
were taken on to a simulated range and taught how to 
aim and fire a gun; however they didn’t fire real bullets 
though. We then had a competition. This was a great 
experience and I really enjoyed it. 

 Finally, my time at R.A.F Boulmer gave me an insight 
into what I want to do when I am older. I didn’t only 
learn a lot about the R.A.F, its different jobs and 
opportunities, but I also learnt a lot about myself. 

Ben 



From the 6th to the 10th of March, year 10 are 
doing their work experience, but so far we have 
only just accomplished day two. I am ecstatic to 
be working at Beck’s vets in Whitby. 

I have been performing and witnessing a wide 
range of activities. The very first thing I commit 
to when I arrive on a morning is to go into the 
cattery where I clean pens, empty litter trays 
and give the cats some food and water. I then 
sweep and mop the corridor and wash any dirty 
dishes. 

Once back over in the main practice I sweep 
and mop the consultant rooms and waiting 
area, then join the vets during consultations to 
attempt to understand how and why some of 
the problems occur, likewise I got to observe 
the issues at hand. 

Today (the 7th of March) I took part in the 
observation of a bitch spay and a cat castration, 
although with the bitch spay I was only able to 
watch through the window as the vet wanted 
the minimal amount of people in the room as 
possible. But, with the cat castration I was 
allowed to view the open operation in the 
room. The vet, Lizzie, explained what she was 
doing during the operation and why she was 
carrying out certain actions. Lizzie also asked 
me a few questions on why I think she had to 
execute specific actions during the procedure 
to make sure I kept my full attention on 
anything educational that will be useful to me 
in the future. 

Sophie 

For my work experience I was sent to Snainton Golf 
club. I was excited to join in. When I first entered the 
room the boss, called Jon, showed me around, 
introduced me to the workers and asked me what I was 
most looking forward to. To be honest, my favourite bit 
of the work was having a free round of golf. Also I was 
looking forward to the lunch because I would be given a 
30% discount. 

My first job was stacking boxes. What I had to do were 
separate hangers in different brand: Nike, Adidas, Puma 
and Next. Then when I stacked the hangers, I had to 
make them neater and make loads of space for other 
boxes like       T-shirts, trousers and shoes which would 
make the room tidier and make things easier to find. 

My second job was lawn mowing. I had to trim the 
whole course with a massive machine that you can sit 
in and steer. Sam, the instructor, showed me how to 
work the machine, and to be honest it was a hard but 

enjoyable job. Sam told me to practise on the range 
first to see how I did, and then he told me to do the 
whole course if I did well on the range. It was great fun.  

My third job was working behind the till. Jon, the boss, 
showed me how to work the till. He told me to make 
the customers come to you and ask for help, and what 
you then needed to say in reply. Instead of making the 
customers find it themselves.  

This work experience has inspired me to work there 
after school. It was a rewarding job, quite relaxing, 
great fun and far better than school. The workers are 
really helpful and really kind to everyone, and helped 

you if you made a mistake.  

Harry 

 On the sixth of March as I stepped into Aldwark Manor Golf 
& Spa’s entrance, I was full of trepidation, uncertain what 
the week was going to bring me. I walked in there with my 
fingers crossed hoping I would be working in the gym all 
week, but of course that hope was crushed as I was told 
that the manager was in an interview. Therefore I was 
stuck behind the café, making coffees and washing mugs 
and dishes for the first day. Was this to be a sign of things 
to come? 

Luckily, on my second day, the manager got really involved 
with me and I was shown around the Leisure part of the 
building before I was set to work in the gym with a PT 
(Personal Trainer called James). First of all, I attended a 
spinning session and was learning off James teaching his 
clients what to do. At the end of the session, I was asked to 
take part in a cool down in which I learnt different 
stretches that I that I really felt worked muscles that I 
hadn’t stretched before, like the glute.  

Secondly, I was in the gym with Rich (a trainee PT) and 
James who both gave me an induction about what being a 
personal trainer involves. Believe it or not, 80% of 
accomplishing something you want is down to your 
lifestyle: diet, sleep hours, eating hours etc… He showed 
me exercise programmes that he created for people who 
wanted to archive particular results: for example, one 
gentleman wanted to get a six pack. James had written a 
diet plan in which he advised eating more carbohydrates 
than fats. One other thing that I really enjoyed throughout 
the week was meeting new people and learning new skills 
that could hopefully help me to achieve what I want to do 
for a living: being a Personal Trainer myself. By the end of 
the week, I was proud of my contributions - and obviously 
the gains in muscle from being in the gym! 

Max 



Joining the RAF has always been at the back of my 
mind. I was quite nervous going in to camp but I was 
soon greeted by my dad’s colleagues. First, I looked 
inside the radar or “the golf ball”. Inside the golf ball 
was the radar. A huge machine that looked like a giant 
radiator inside a massive hanger. The radar was 
constantly spinning around as if it was out of a sci-fi 
movie. 

The next day we went to my dads camp. I met more of 
his work colleagues. Something that was extremely 
surprising was the number of jobs/trades available in 
the RAF. There’s more to the RAF then just being a 
pilot! Some jobs include a chef, musician, RAF medic, 
Aircraft technician, RAF police and a lot more. My dad 
showed me what qualifications I need and what it could 
lead onto. All these trades have skills behind them, it’s 
not just shooting a gun. Since you develop these skills in 

the RAF, when you leave you have something to fall 
back on, for example being an aircraft technician  or 
becoming a mechanic. 

The day after I had a go on a simulated shooting range. 
The guns fired blank rounds. Where you shot was 
shown up on the simulation. For me this was the 
highlight. I was also surprisingly very good. This 
simulation is used to train new recruits before they go 
out onto the real shooting range and fire live rounds. 
We then finished it off with a game of football between 
some of my dad’s work colleagues. This experience was 
helpful in so many ways. Joining the RAF has always 
been in the back of my mind and this definitely given 
me a head start to becoming an officer in the RAF. 

Luke 

Some people say work experience is a waste of time, 
and you can only learn useful and knowledgeable skills 
in the school place, but I disagree. I just had my work 
experience in a small soap and bath product boutique. 

The week I spent at work experience was one of the 
best weeks of the year for me, (except of course it 
wasn’t as good as the holiday to Disneyland!) but I still 
thought the week for me was life-changing. The skills I 
learnt were essential: such as how to use a till and how 
to use a cash machine. Even the little jobs like nipping to 
the post office and buying some stamps, or going to the 
shop to get 240 chickens to go on the top of the soap 
products made me feel like I had a purpose for my 
employers. 

Another purpose for my employers that I realised I had 
developed throughout the week is that I helped the 
members of the public by telling them where to go or 
what was in the product .This is a skill you simply cannot 
gain from school. Of course there are children that do 
go on work experience and suffer the long hours of 
boredom and feel that the day is never-ending, but at 
least the student learned that that is not the type of job 
for them and it was truly catastrophic and a hell on 
earth . It makes you realise and narrow down your 
options of future jobs (almost as if you can cross 
another occupation off your list.) 

My dear friend, Clem Bentley, thought that: “Work 
experience was very beneficial and help me realise that I 
don’t want to be a teacher- although I gained patience 
skills, it made me realise that I wanted to be self–
employed”. Clem developed her social skills with the 
younger generation, which was helpful to her as before 
work experience, she was not very fond of the little, 
moaning youngsters of the world. 

Jenna 

Early Monday morning the phone rang. I was still 
fast asleep snoozing my head off in bed. I woke up 
at 9.50, work started at 10. I sprang out of bed and 
dashed down stairs. My mum calmly said to me 
“good morning” I yelled “I’ve got to be there at 10”. 
She explained to me that the owner of the shop 
had rang to say that he had an accident and that I 
couldn’t go in until the following day.   

My first day. Today luckily I work up earlier. I got 
ready and away I went. I arrived early to make a 
good impression.  I greeted Luke (the boss) with a 
firm hand shake and he showed me the ropes.  I 
took a range of surf boards out of the shop and 
carefully racked them up outside. I also had to keep 
the shop clean and serve customers. At lunch I got 
a break, but it wasn’t like school at all. I could take 
it whenever I wanted and could take as long as I 
wanted. When I arrived back at the shop I had to 
look after it for a few hours on my own.  

The best bits of my work experience. I had some 
good days and bad days. The first few days were 
great, they were sunny, and it was a change from 
school. My hours were 10-3 which was nice and I 
also got let off early on some days as well. It was a 
calm peaceful atmosphere which I enjoyed. And the 
boss and his employees were very nice to me also.  

I think I learnt a lot from this experience. I learnt 
that it was very different from how I imagined. And 
how to get along with adults better than before. I 
can honestly say that from being my colleagues 
they have become mates. And invited me to come 
back one weekend and had a coffee.  

Leon 



I really want to be an engineer in the RAF but I was 
aware I had very little knowledge about mechanics so I 
started looking around for a garage. A Fyling Hall boy 
from the previous year had told me of one he went to 
and how much he had learnt in the week he was there. 
This seemed perfect for me, especially since it was near 
Bothams.  

The first day I was excited and walked in thinking “hey 
its gotta be better than school”. I opened the door and 
the boss was waiting for me. I was a little intimidated 
but he seemed nice enough. I was led straight to a 
young engineer named George who barely looked up 
from his work as I approached. Straight away he took 
me under his wing and started teaching me everything I 
would need to know about being a basic mechanic: I 
started with servicing a car, bleeding the oil, changing 
the filter and refilling it. This was the easy part. Next, 
we took off the tyres and were changing the brake 
pads. I was scraping the brake callipers while he 
cleaned the disk. For three days I was snotting up rust 
that had been scraped off and went up my nose. The 
next day the focus was on tyres: first of all we had to fix 
one which had been punched and another that had lost 

all its tread. I started by watching George repair one 
then copying with the other using the tyre machine.  

Towards the end of the week, a car came in with its 
brakes not working. The problem was found easily but 
to fix was harder. The brake pipes had burst and fluid 
had leaked out, meaning air got in and stopped the 
brakes working. We remade the brake pipes out of 
copper and had to bend them in the same way so they 
would fit in the car. Once fitted, they were connected 
and I was sent up in the car on the lift to press the 
break as hard as I could to push all the air out of the 
system. 

When I first arrived at the start of the week, I had not 
expected to be doing so much practical work. I thought 
I would only be a spectator but it was the complete 
opposite. When I was unsure, George told me straight 
away and reminded me that if I didn’t know what 
something,  he would tell me to the best of his ability. I 
finished the end of the week being more inspired about 
becoming a mechanic than ever.      

 Owen 

In my opinion, work experience is very helpful because 
it is the one and only time in school life that you can 
have a choice in what you do. You also develop many, 
many skills, such as social skills. In most cases you will 
have to talk to people and answer questions that u 
might not know the answer to. This helps makes us 
more independent and responsible. 

It can help you decide on what you want to do in your 
future, but of course in many cases we might realise 
that we made the complete wrong choice and end up 
going down a the complete opposite career path when 
we get older. 

In school pretty much all you do is just theory, you 
revise, study, read, repeat. But at work experience you 
get to (as the name suggests) experience, work. You 
see so much more of what adult life is like than you do 
when you’re sat in school.  

You also become more independent by doing things 
such as having to look after yourself and making sure 
you wake up in time, eat properly and drink enough. 
You also have the responsibility of looking like you’re 
professional and like you know what you’re doing, 
because that is what customers are expecting (though 
some adults are still incapable of acting like this, even 
now). 

Overall, I feel that work experience is a great 
opportunity for teens to figure out what they want to 
do in their future. 

Dolores 

Thank You! 

A big thank you to all of the local 
employers who opened their doors 
to our pupils—they obviously had 
some memorable and worthwhile 
experiences! 

The Year 10s would also like to 
thank Mrs Locker for organising the 
placements, and for many of us, the 
logistics of how to get to and from 
our temporary places of work! 


