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Words of the Week  
  

 This week Next week 
 

Tricky: simple monstrous 
 

Trickier: gullible atrocious 
 

Trickiest: naive heinous 

Eskdale Round-Up! 
 

 

Year 7, 8 and 9 drama students went to the Eskdale 
Festival last week to perform group drama, poetry and 
Shakespeare solos. We went to the theatre in Whitby 
to perform and were judged by Carol Schroder, a 
professional adjudicator. She watched all of our 
performances and gave us excellent feedback.  

First to perform was the Group drama class. Year 9 
performed an extract of 'Izzy', a piece about an isolated 
girl, which was excellent and very emotional. They 
placed 3rd, and have been asked to come back to 
perform again at the Gala Concert on Saturday 17th 
March. We are all very excited for them. 

My class, poetry solo, was next. I was very nervous but 
it was brilliant to hear all of the performers were from 
Fyling Hall. I was placed second with my performance 
of 'Charge of the Light Brigade' by Alfred Lord 
Tennyson. Finley Miller, Year 7, won the class with a 
fantastic performance and Tomas Richardson, also Year 
7, came 3rd.  

 

Next up, came the Shakespeare Solo classes. There 
were so many entries (all from Fyling Hall) that the 
class had to be split into two. In the first class, Finley 
Miller won again with a fantastic performance of 
Macbeth. Damon Kelly's funny ‘Pyramus' death scene 
came second and Emie-May Burnett took on Titania 
from ‘A Midsummer Night's Dream’ to take 3rd place.  

In the second class, Ali Elhawary took second place with 
a fantastic speech from Hamlet, and Minsung Kim came 
third with a very dramatic performance. Elizabeth 
Maroney took the lead with a performance of a very 
annoyed Helena. She is delighted to have been asked 
back to perform for the Gala Concert too!  

All of the performances were unique and outstanding. 
It was a good opportunity to show our school's drama 
and poetry skills. Congratulations to all the winners.  

Mrs Jeeves says: ‘I was incredibly proud of all our pupils 
who performed and challenged themselves to learn 
Shakespeare, poetry and drama! ‘ 

Jae Hur 

Space fact: Hypervelocity stars are stars that have 
been flung out of their system and sent rocketing 
through intergalactic space at speeds at up to 2 million 
miles per hour (1,000,000 m/h). 

Insect fact:  It takes bees about 10 million nectar-
collecting trips to make one pound of honey. 

Animal fact:  Elephants ARE NOT afraid of mice. 

Human body fact: If the kidneys aren't getting enough 
blood pressure, they can send a signal to the rest of 
your body to make the blood vessels smaller, which 
increases the pressure.    

Technology fact: When the creators of Snapchat 
revealed their idea to their classmates at Stanford 
University most of their classmates didn't think it was 
a good idea. 

Collective Nouns Fact: A fun of fish. 

Random fact:  The following can be read backwards 
and forwards: Do geese see God? 

Damon Kelly 

Damon’s Facts of the Week 
 



 

I personally find the concept of fake news somewhat 
tragically funny: on one hand it’s just a funny thing to 
say because it just sounds so ridiculous, on the other, 
it is saddening and frankly quite dangerous how 
readily we all jump to conclusions. I say ‘we’ because 
I’ve caught myself doing this over and over again over 
the last few months. Ironically, perhaps Donald Trump 
actually did a public good in giving us a term to 
describe this epidemic of lies on the internet and 
drawing our attention to the idea. Since I first heard 
the term and I’ve been seeing more and more people 
talk about it, just as our own headmaster Mr. Allen did 
in an assembly a few weeks ago, I have been 
retroactively questioning everything I’ve ever learned 
over the internet. 

One fact that I actually kept close to my heart for quite 
a while was the supposed fact that black women in 
America were the demographic that earned the 
highest number of University Degrees. Upon googling 

it a few days ago it was revealed to me that, while that 
figure had been accurate in 2010 when I first read it, it 
was only accurate for that year and has not been 
repeated since. Beyond my disappointment with this 
turning out to be untrue, I am disappointed with 
myself that I believed this for so long and never 
questioned it until now.  

On the bright side I’ve developed a healthy sense of 
scepticism, I always try and catch myself and never 
just believe anything I see. I apply what Mr. Allen told 
me, I try and evaluate if what I’m seeing is realistic, if 
I’ve seen it anywhere else, and I search it up to make 
sure it’s true or not.  

This is a public service announcement: It only takes a 
few seconds to Google a headline you see on 
Facebook, and save yourself a whole lot of 
embarrassment.         Damilare Williams-Shires 
(One of the stories in this week’s newsletter is an example of 
‘fake news—can you work out which one?) 

Fake News 

Last week, 4 selected mathematicians – two from 
year eight and two from year 9 - travelled to 
Egglescliffe School to compete in a maths challenge. 
Our competitors were Arthur Watson, Freddie Elson, 
Jeremy Normanton, and Sophie Ferrer. It was a long 
day of maths and a long drive, but they were quite up 
to the challenge. The problems were, as implied in 
the name, challenging, but through perseverance, 
teamwork, and a positive attitude, the four gave it 
their best. Their exact placing was not announced, but 
the cooperation and demeanour overall was a 
massive improvement on last year’s, so the placing is 
bound to be as well.            
      Sophie Ferrer 

 

Year 8 and 9 Maths Challenge 

ESL students have been researching the Winter 
Olympics as part of their topic on hobbies and free 
time. They have written letters to Chloe Kim, a 
snowboarder from the USA.  

Dear Chloe: 

Hi Chloe, my name is Iratxe. I’m Spanish but I’m 
studying in the UK. I’m writing this letter in my 
English lesson. 

I have been looking at the Winter Olympics in 
Pyeongchang in my English lessons and I know that 
you are the winner of the snowboarding sport.  I 
also know that you qualified  for the 2014 Winter 
Olympics but you were too young. Now  you are 17 
years old so you are the youngest woman to win the 
Winter Olympics but you are going to be 18 soon 
because your birthday is on the 23rd of April. Your 
sport is half pipe snowboarding. You started  
competing when you where 13 years old and you 
started snowboarding when you were 4 years old. I 
like you  because you fought  to get into the Winter 
Olympics and you got the gold medal.  

My favourite sport in the Winter Olympics is figure 
skating because I really like dance, I just to dance 
and I like ice skating I’m actually very good at it. Can 
you give me some advice so I can get into the next 
Winter Olympics?                            
      Iratxe Navarro                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                   
   `                                          

Winter Olympics Letters 

Chloe Kim, Olympic Gold Medallist for the USA in the Winter 

Olympics 
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First night! All settled in and working well on 
the theory ready for the practical tomorrow.  

Year 10 and 11 Field Trip to  the Cranedale Centre 

Day 2! In Helwath Beck putting all that theory into 
action! Gathering data on the river’s width, 
depth, velocity and rock size/shape. Despite a few 
wet feet and drizzle, the groups worked together 
well, taking care to avoid any accidents in the 
water. Site 2 was at Jugger Howe Beck. 

Day 2, site 3! Broxa! Standing on the neck of a 
meander! Unable to go in here unfortunately as it 
was too fast and too deep due to the amount of 
precipitation but all had fun nonetheless. Lots of us 
slipped in the mud but we were well protected with 
all of our wet weather gear. 

Day 3! An urban study in Malton investigating how 
the town changes with distance from the centre 
(CBD). The pupils worked in groups of 2 or 3, 
completing pedestrian and traffic counts. They 
then walked along a transect to classify the function 
of the buildings for the first two floors. Finally, they 
conducted an EQI which graded the quality of 
various areas to see if they differed and why. Then 
it was back to the centre for some analysis and 
evaluation one final time and then back to their 
respective homes! They were tired by the end of 
the weekend but had all learned lots ready for their 
exams!  

On a personal note, I would like to say a very big thank you to all the pupils for their fantastic behaviour. 
Comments were made about how mature and well behaved they were and they were all very helpful when 
I needed pulling out of the mud! Despite a few grumbles (due to tiredness I believe) they showed 
exemplary behaviour and it hasn’t put me off doing another field trip!  Miss Gilmour 



We invite you to comment on the articles expressed in our 
newsletters. Please email news.team@fylinghall.org 
giving a reference to the article/journalist by name.  

We are open to new ideas, your suggestions and even a bit 
of criticism! 

News Team 

Editor Gabrielle Smith 

 Joe Husband 

Reporters Jae  Hur 

 Damon Kelly 

 Damilare Williams 

 Iratxe Navarro                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                    

 Sophie Ferrer 

 Damon Kelly 

 Maria Matschke 

The Week Ahead 
Sat       17th  2:45pm England v Ireland 6 Nations Rugby in the Barn 

  6:30pm Eskdale Festival Gala Concert 

Sun      18th  1:00pm Indoor Karting at Top Gear Karting Durham 

Thur    22nd  All Day Salters’ Festival of Chemistry Year 7 Science Competition 

  7:00am Mistral Classical Music Concert 

  2:30pm U14/U15 Netball v Scarborough College (Home) 

  4:00pm Junior School Parent Meetings 

Fri        23rd  1:00pm Years 11-13 trip to Tees Barrage white water rafting 

  2:00pm Junior School Spring Concert 

Rest In Peace, Stephen Hawking 
 

When someone who has had a large influence on you 
and been a big part of your life dies, it creates a 
vacuum. The hardest part about losing someone is 
often times the fact that the world somehow seems to 
go on, even though to you they were integral to 
reality. Today the scientific community and the whole 
world are feeling something to that effect.  

Early on Wednesday morning, Stephen William 
Hawking, world famous visionary physicist, passed 
away at his family home in Cambridge at the age of 
76. Hawking made countless intellectual 
achievements: co-discovering the fact that black holes 
emit radiation, proving the existence of singularities, 
being the first person to give correct calculations 
suggesting how the universe may have grown, helping 
to create one of the most widely accepted models of 

the universe in its original state. I couldn’t explain you 
to anything Hawking said scientifically, but I can 
respect any man whose achievements and name are 
known worldwide. 

Beyond that, Hawking is best known for his battle with 
slow onset Motor Neurone Disease, which slowly 
paralyzed him over the course of decades. When 
Hawking was diagnosed in 1961 he was given two 
years to live: he lived for fifty-seven. He never let his 
disability, as immense as it was, slow him down. He 
wrote books, gave talks and continued to make 
immense contributions to the scientific community till 
the very end. 

Everyone at Fyling Hall wishes that Mr. Hawking rests 
in peace. 

Damilare Williams-Shires 

 

A secret source told us recently that Mr Allen and other 
staff members are seriously thinking about cancelling the 
Prom 2018. Reasons for this are costs and the possibility 
that it could distract the pupils from their work. It’s 
nothing official now, but if they should cancel Prom this 
year, I think it’s clear that we have to fight for our prom! 
How can this be fair, as every other year they have had a 
prom without any distractions? Mr Allen thinks he could 
just cancel the prom, but no, we won’t let him. 

I’m writing this because this is the best way to reach the 
pupils and parents and warn them. We should all reach 
out to Mr Allen and stop this from happening.  

Maria Matschke 

No Prom For Us? 

Muddy hands in last week’s nature walk! 

Y11 Physics Revision! 


