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Words of the Week  
  

 This week Next week 
 

Tricky: rustic cruel 
 

Trickier: unadorned ruthless 
 

Trickiest: boorish uncompassionate 

Reading Buddies 
 

 

An important weekly school activity is well underway now, 
and it goes by the name of ‘reading buddies’. It’s a time 
where KS3 pupils spend 15 minutes a week reading to their 
own ‘buddy’ who have volunteered from the 6th form. 
Importantly, it’s aim is to enthuse  the younger students, 
engender confidence and encourage more frequent reading.  
But also it’s a time for the 6th form to recapture their own 
imagination and enthusiasm for reading alongside the 
younger students.  

My particular “buddy” is taking me through the journey of 
Malcolm Bailey, the boy who turns into a range of different 
animals every day, through the magical powers of a Donkey 
named K-Pax. I have already seen the benefits of this 
activity, as I’ve seen my buddy fully absorbed in the book 
and he confirms to me that he really enjoys it. He said to me: 
“it’s useful because it has made me more confident reading 
and also more confident interacting with the older 
students”. I believe it’s a great activity and I too have fun 
listening to my buddy read.   Joe Husband 

Space fact: black holes have such strong gravity that 
they bend time and space, meaning time is slower in a 
black hole than on earth.  

Insect fact: termite queens lay 6,000 to 7,000 eggs in 
a single day. Must be a nightmare to name them all.  

Animal fact:  bats are the only mammals that can fly  

Human body fact:    Inside each kidney are around a 
million nephrons. These are tiny filters that catch all of 
the stuff going through your blood. All of the waste 
from your blood goes out into your urine.  

Technology fact: someone on Twitter who has a 
million or more followers is known as a ‘Twillionare’.  

World fact: in Poole, ‘Pound Land’ went out of 
business because of a store across the road called 
‘99p stores’, which was selling the same products but 
for just 1p cheaper!  

Random fact: the 20th of March is known as 
‘Snowman burning day’  

Damon Kelly 

Damon’s Facts of the Week  

Juniors enjoying some very wet play. 



Multiculturalism 
 

 

It was a strange feeling to stand in front of almost the whole 
school on Monday morning. Weird at first, but I got used to 
it very fast and could almost immediately concentrate on my 
task. Still, there was this thought in the back of my head 
telling me that, were I at home, standing in front of the 
whole school would have meant in front of 800 students.  

When I think back, I think it was a very good idea to tell 
people where all of us came from. In my opinion, it is very 
important to know about the backgrounds of a person you 
are talking to. In our modern society, people often forget 
how others might have different views of the world because 
they come from a different culture. 

We should appreciate the multiculturalism everywhere, but 
also in this school, for it is of great value. Also, I found that it 
was a nice honour to represent all the many German pupils 
at this school during the assembly, although I am not 
entirely German, and am part French Canadian.  

David Lienig 

International Flavour 
In school on international student day we 
learned many different languages from 
international students, like Korean, Spanish and 
Arabic. We also had food from different 
countries, which was delicious! We did a 
presentation about our own country’s food, 
people and culture. I really enjoyed the day, it 
was so much fun!  

Stephanie Sinko 

 

International Students Day Assembly 

On Monday it was Fyling Hall's International 
student's day. We are proud that around 35% of 
our school community come from outside of the 
UK and Monday was a day to celebrate these 
students and how hard they work at school.  

The day opened with an assembly led by some 
of our international students and organised by 
Damilare and Johanna. The students told us 
why they decided to come to Fyling Hall, the 
greatest challenge they have faced and how 
they think Fyling Hall has helped them to grow 
as a person. It was also lovely to hear about 
where these students call home.  

Later in lessons, special activities took place 
including map making with equations in maths, 
international food tasting in English and foreign 
language singing in Music.  

Some students also created presentations about 
the countries they come from an others 
researched heroes from around the world to 
share with their classes.  

Maths Challenge 
Alisa, Jack, Harrison and David are pictured 
here having fun at the Senior Maths Challenge 
held this week at Teesside University. Despite 
all their hard work they did not win—but they 
did enjoy the muffins! 

 

Culture 
International Students' Day is an international observance of 
student community, held annually on November 17th.  

On this day, all of our international students had to do a 
presentation. First, students introduced their country and 
spoke about their culture. Now we understand where one 
another came from and what they have in their country. I 
really enjoyed International Students’ Day. Bailey Guan 



Voting Systems 
The senior assembly today dealt with different 
voting systems like proportional representation 
and first past the post.  By proportional 
representation the party allocates exactly the 
percentage of seats that they received in the vote. 
This system is used in Belgium, Italy and Israel. 

Another system is called “first past the post”, 
where the party with the largest number of seats, 
wins the election. A seat is won by a majority of 
votes in that seat. It is a simple system and it is 
used in the UK. Year 10 held a vote in assembly to 
explain how this works and the photo shows the 
votes being counted. 

A major issue is certainly, that equality is still not 
given in many countries and many people can’t 
vote.  Some regions have a completely different 
system of governance, called dictatorship. In this 
system, everyone has to do what the dictator says. 
This is the case in Zimbabwe and North Korea for 
example. 

 

Rugby Match 
 

 

On the 14th of November there was a rugby match 
between Scarborough College and Fyling Hall. Luca 
scored an amazing early try within 5 minutes of the game 
starting, running straight through the opponents defence.  

Both teams scored amazing tries in the first half, but in 
the second half the game slowly became one-sided. 
Fyling Hall still got a few more tries, but Scarborough 
scored a lot more impressive tries.  

Soon the match came to a close with Scarborough 
beating Fyling Hall by such a long way, all because of the 
second half. However, it is possible that the referee 
might have been biased because he told one of our 
teammates to stop ruining the game!  

Oaklei was named man of the match because of his 
amazing try scoring. I think the game was a very good 
one because Mr Coates and I both thought the team had 
improved. 

James Brine 

Zimbabwe’s Political Upheaval 
 

 

The president of Zimbabwe, Robert Mugabe, has ruled 
the country with an iron fist for nearly 40 years. 
However, at the age of 93, people are beginning to 
question his efficiency and legitimacy as a leader.  

On 14 November, the Zimbabwean Defence Forces took 
matters into their own hands and started to seize areas 
of the capital city Harare. They then proceeded to raid 
homes of many politicians as they are, in the force’s own 
words, ‘criminals’ responsible for Zimbabwe’s dire socio-
economic problems.  

Eventually, it was revealed that president Mugabe was 
under house arrest. After several days of uncertainty, 
Mugabe shockingly resigned as president on the 22nd of 
November, and president-designate Emmerson 
Mnangagwa assumed power. But Zimbabwe’s problems 
are far from over - For so many years, Zimbabweans have 
felt shame for their country as their economy crashed 
and poverty levels soared. Will this political upheaval 
give them the relief and change they deserve?  

Gabrielle Smith 

Students 
enjoying some 
weekend horse 
riding along the 
old railway line. 

The drama 
‘show back’ 

evening for Y7-
9 drama groups 

was a great 
success. 



We invite you to comment on the articles expressed in our newsletters. Please 
email news.team@fylinghall.org giving a reference to the article/journalist by 
name. We are open to new ideas, your suggestions and even a bit of criticism! 

News Team 

Reporters David Lienig 

 Stephanie Sinko 

 James Brine 

 Bailey Guan 

 Joseph Husband 

 Jack Dudley 

 Pia Clemens 

 Gabrielle Smith 

The Week Ahead 
Mon 27th 9:00am Mock examinations week for years 11 & 13 begins 

Tues 28th 4:00pm U16 Rugby Festival @ Malton Rugby Club 

  4:00pm U12 Basketball round robin (Home) 

Wed 29th 2:15pm 1st XV Rugby v St Peters (Away) 

  4:00pm U13 7 a side football @ Malton 

Thur 30th 2:30pm U15 Hockey v Red House (Home) 

Sat 2nd 9:00am Paintball trip  

 

The taking of Raqqa was seen as a huge success; 
however there is more depth to this story than was 
first apparent.   Despite claims to the contrary, 
hundreds of IS fighters escaped the city under a secret 
deal uncovered by the BBC.  Convoys of fighters and 
weapons left the city, a feat claimed to be impossible 
by the resistance fighters.  What was once seen as a 
huge victory against the terror group referring to 
themselves as IS has become a loathsome shameful 
display.  It is impossible to know of the consequences 
of caused by letting fighters of the group escape and  
its subsequent cover up but I doubt it will be too good. 

Why is this so important though?  I suppose there are 
several factors that make this so significant.  The 
intentional cover up and blatant denial of the act 
brings up questions of whether we can trust these 
groups.   This matters because groups like the SDF 
(Syrian Democratic Forces) are backed and given 
support by countries like the United states of America 
but if they aren`t fighting the terror groups they are 
funded to, should foreign powers still be supporting 
them.  The damage which the IS fighters are able to 
inflict to others is also an issue created by this covert 
pact between the terror group and the SDF.  How 
much damage can one extremist do, never mind a 
small army?   

Arguably the most important factor in any decision is 
intent.  It is hard to know why they agreed to this pact.  
It is easy to forget that they are the ones fighting ISIS 
on the ground, and despite any support given to them 
by countries like America and the UK (who are arguably 
partially responsible for the state that Israel and Syria  

are in now), they have not had men on the ground to 
fight the extremist group.   

War is never a good thing and if the SDF wanted a 
victory after years of fighting; while being wrong, you 
can clearly see why they would be tempted by the 
idea. It would greatly motivate the soldiers on the front 
lines and be seen as a great victory against ISIS.   

There is another reason for this agreement: a much 
nobler one.  Many citizens still were living in the city 
and every day its siege continued, they were at more 
risk.  It is well documented that the terror group will 
use civilians as human shields and kills anyone who 
openly disagrees with them and perhaps even those 
who do.    

While I am not defending the group’s decision and it 
may have a large negative effect later on and may lead 
to many more deaths, I can at least understand the 
reasons for their decision.  While it is difficult to judge 
who was morally right, this has raised the question of 
who can we trust and should we still support these 
groups?  I personally feel that this will not end up being 
such a problem for them as the United States of 
America is naturally dependent on private militia, and 
if not associated with this action, this temporary truce 
between the groups in conflict will not have a drastic 
effect on the groups standing with the US, but Britain`s 
support may waiver.  However before we all blame the 
group for this decision, I feel that I need to emphasise 
the difficulty they have been through.  War is truly 
horrible and the sooner this conflict is over, the better.  
I would be interested to learn what people think about 
what this group has done and whether the decision 
was reasonable or even forgivable.  I would like to hear 
other`s opinions on the matter. 

Jack Dudley 

The hidden story behind Raqqa’s “success” 

Culture is the widening of 
the mind and of the spirit.    

Jawaharlal Nehru  

http://www.thesaurus.com/browse/scandalous
http://www.thesaurus.com/browse/loathsome

